Conflict of interest statement for persons presenting at BSPGHAN scientific meetings 
· It is now apparent that as part of good practice Health professionals should declare any conflicts of interest arising when publishing or presenting scientific data.

· A conflict of interest statement is standard practice for submission of articles to journals but is not yet standard practice when giving scientific presentations. 

·  These guidelines are in line with the General medical Council’s Good Medical Practice1 ,The Nursing and Midwifery Council  Code of professional conduct2 and  health professions council Standards of conduct performance and ethics3.

· As such the BSPGHAN council now invites those presenting at BSPGHAN meetings to include a slide summarising any potential conflict of interest.

· A conflict of interest is deemed as any inducement, gift or hospitality that may affect, or be seen to affect the judgement of the person in question.

· There is nothing wrong or unethical about having a conflict of interest but any that exists should be openly acknowledged.

· In practice this would mean declaration of any significant funding received to support research activities from the pharmaceutical industry or other funding body. This would be especially important if any of the sponsoring bodies products were to be discussed during the course of the presentation.

· Members would not be expected to declare the amount of sponsorship given or the nature of the sponsorship.

· If no conflict of interest exists then a slide declaring that should be included in the presentation.

BSPGHAN council October 2005
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