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	Item


	Agenda Topic
	Action

	1


	Welcome and Apologies (DK)

Deirdre Kelly welcomed everyone to the Annual General Meeting.

Apologies had been received from Sean Devane, Mark Beattie, Ieuan Davies, Nick Croft


	 

	2
	Minutes of 2006 AGM  (DK)

Minutes were agreed 


	 

	3
	BSPGHAN Strategy Update (DK)

DK reported that the Society had essentially achieved all the targets set in 2004, especially recognition by other Societies.

The Society now had financial stability and administrative support.  Improvements had been made in education and training.  

Profile of the nutrition group had been successfully highlighted due to Mark Dalzell and John Puntis

Joint Indo-British meeting had been a success and the Society will receive financial feedback in due course

A further strategy day had been held on 17th January 2007 concentrating on 3 themes:  Research Networks, Working Groups and Patient and Parent Partnership.

The working groups are being rationalised and encouraged to set Terms of Reference, aims and objectives.  The financial stability of the society will enable support to be given to the working groups

Research Strategy – NT is making good progress

Catherine Arkley was welcomed on council as an observer representing parents.

MBi was congratulated on website modifications
	 

	4
	President’s report:  

Bursary Allocation Scheme  (DK)
Bursary allocation scheme has been established for full members to apply for funding to travel to international meetings.  Funding will be provided to members who cannot get funding from other sources.  A Bursary Allocation Group will be set up and will be chaired by a non-council member.  DK will chair in the first year.

Retiring council members (DK)

DK thanked Mark Dalzell, Christine Spray and Jackie Falconer who are stepping down from council in March 2007.


	 

	5
	Secretary’s Report  (MSM)

· MSM reported that re-registration of all members and setting up research networks was all in hand.

· Society is now recognised as a leader in Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition as it is being asked to comment on guidelines for British Society of Gastroenterology, NICE, CICRA and NACC.  

· Process has been established to deal with parent enqiries
· Recognition from ACCEA has been gained. The society can make recommendations directly to ACCEA with strict guidelines.  A formal committee has been established to rank the applications before submitting to ACCEA.  Committee chaired by Professor Ian Booth.
· Indemnity insurance now in place for the Society
· Election of 2 new council members had taken place.  Sue Protheroe and Sue Beath had been elected to the 2 vacancies

· Constitution changes:  MSM explained each proposed change.  

· Professor Bhu Sandhu asked question in reference to proposed changes in Rule 3.  She asked whether teleconferencing was possible for those unable to attend meetings?  

At the moment this was not possible

    All changes agreed and adopted

	 

	6
	Treasurer’s Report (ME)
ME circulated copy of financial report.  Balance now £74,000.  £20,000 set aside for Bursary Allocation Group.

Membership re-registration had been successful however despite the new standing order instructions to cancel previous standing orders it would seem that the banks were ignoring this request and some members were paying twice each year.  ME asked everyone to check their standing orders and to ensure they cancelled all old standing orders.  He also asked everyone to let him know whether they had overpaid and he would issue a refund.

Martin Brueton asked how many full members were registered.  CL not sure but would check and let him know

Winter Meeting 2006 in Newcastle had made a £17,447 profit and the local organiser had given the society £13,085 (75% of profits)

	CL

	7
	RCPCH Spring Meeting 2007 (MSM)

An excellent group of abstracts had been submitted for the Spring Meeting in York.  15 abstracts accepted, 4 recommendations were made for plenary sessions and 3 of these had been accepted.


	 

	8
	BSPGHAN Winter Meeting, Southampton 2008  (MBe)
MBe had sent apologies.  MSM confirmed that MBe is planning the 2008 Winter Meeting and this will be held in Southampton from 23rd to 25th January 2008


	  

	9
	Committee and group reports  (Full reports available in newsletter)
· Clinical Standards Committee (NM).  MSM reported on behalf of NM who had sent his apologies as he was stuck in the snow.  NM’s remit is to ensure that the working groups are set clear aims.  

· Coeliac group has been disbanded as it had produced guidelines.  
· IBD.  David Wilson has stepped down as chair.  Group is looking for new chair.  Although group has a lot of work it will complete guidelines by March

· Constipation group:  Has produced guidelines

· Research:  Still under development 

· MRCN – CSG will facilitate clinical studies in society by having brainstorming sessions

· Gastroenterology:  

· Hepatology: PM reported that the liver steering group meets twice a year.  Has also organised training day for grid trainees and she thanked the CLDF for funding the training day.  LSG also almost finalised 2 guidelines.  Thioguanine Liver Disease and Neonatal conjugated hyperbilirubinaemia 

· Nutrition: MD summarised work  done by John Puntis.  Intestinal Failure Working Group has now evolved into the Nutrition Working Group and their guidelines will soon be on the website.  They had met earlier in the day to set Terms of Reference and will be looking at a Catheter Related Survey.  MD was pleased to announce that a new  Intestinal Failure Registry Manager had been appointed.  Henry Gowen would be in post very soon and will carry on from Michelle Gabriel.
· Research Committee 
· DGH group: GB reported that the group had met earlier that day to finalise structure of the DGH working group.  They would look for 6 nominations to form a group.  If more than 6 nominations received then a ballot would be held.  GB will e-mail all the non-grid hospital members asking for nominations
· Trainees:  RR thank DK for all her help with trainees and help from the society in sorting out grid training.  He thanked JF for bringing the Trainees and Associates together and thanked David Devadason for his time as grip representative.  DD stepping down and Jonathon Hind would be assuming role.
· Education:  Sorry I couldn’t hear Chris at all – 
· Patient & Public Involvement (PPI):  CA encouraged the involvement of PPI and she was encouraged by the Strategy day held in January 2007.  Strategies were being developed to take PPI forward
	GB




	10
	Associate Member’s Strategy and report  (JF)
JF stepping down as Chair of the associates group.  Jenny Gordon has been elected as new chair and she will be taking over in March 2007.  JF thanked Tracy Johnson who is also stepping down from the Associaes Committee, and she confirmed that Angharad Vernon Roberts will be taking over Tracy’s position

JF also reported that the associates had held a very successful strategy day


	

	11
	Website report and competition  (MBi)
MBi hoped the changes were working for the membership.  He felt that the updated membership database means better circulation but was concerned about overload.

Public forum under development.

Parent interface – This aspect still needs considerable work
	 

	12
	CSAC Report (DK)

DK reported that the CSAC position was changing due to PMetB and the College is no longer in a position to make recommendations

National Grid had been poorly supported by Northern deanery but now moving to Yorkshire and the situation should improve

Modernising Medical Careers (MMC) was ever changing and very confusing for trainees but DK thanked the trainees for sticking with specialties


	 

	13
	BSPGHAN strap-line competition  (CA)
CA gave a brief explanation on the strapline competition.  This would provide a short statement on the purpose of BSPGHAN.  Competition launched to find a strap-line which would identify the aims and objectives of the society and all members would be asked to submit their suggestions by 2nd March.  Winning strap-line would be announced at York on 26th March 2007


	 

	14
	Any other business

Chris Spray raised the question of abstracts submitted to Winter Meeting and publication in Gut.  She felt if the abstracts submitted to the Winter Meeting were to be published in Gut then this would mean the abstracts may not be submitted to the College Meeting, BSG or ESPGHAN.  Adrian Thomas asked what the financial implications would be and would they be affordable?  Questions also raised on issue of peer review?  CS not sure.  However there are 2 ways to publish in Gut.  Firstly to fund separately in Gut and pay or secondly publish as part of BSG in Gut.  Second option would be subject to BSG process i.e. abstract selection committee
There being no further business the meeting was closed
	 

	15
	Date of Next AGM

Thursday 24th January 2008, Southampton
	


